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Work Experience
Current Economist and Impact Evaluation Specialist

July 2012 Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Inclusive Rural Transformation and Gender Equity Division (ESP)
Support the design, implementation and impact evaluation of social protection pro-
grams in sub-Saharan Africa. Participate in the design of the survey instruments,
training of enumerators, fieldwork supervision, data management and analysis, writ-
ing of reports and policy/research briefs and presentation to Governments. Coordi-
nated and supervised research activities of up to five consultants working with the
data collected. Main thematic areas of research: food security and nutrition, agricul-
tural production,productivity and efficiency, labor supply

March 2010 Research Fellow
July 2012 University of York

Centre for Health Economics (CHE)
Carried out economic and quantitative analysis of the health sector: i) pay-
ment/reimbursement system of hospital inpatient activity ii) hospital performance,
in terms of efficiency, productivity and quality. Managed complex administrative
data: Hospital Episode Statistics (Admitted Patient Care, Accident and Emergency)
and Reference Costs

May 2007 Econometrician
March 2009 Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN

Agricultural Development Economics Division (ESA)
Carried out economic and quantitative analysis of economic development. Prepared
and contributed to studies/reports on agricultural development, rural poverty, natural
resources management at different levels of analysis (thematic, country, regional,
global).

Summer 2005 Intern
Italian Ministry of Welfare
Divisione V: Coordinamento attività statistiche.
Carried out economic and quantitative analysis of administrative datasets from the
Italian National Institute for Social Security.
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Education
March 2010 Ph.D. Econometrics and Empirical Economics

University of Rome Tor Vergata
Dissertation: Essays in Health Economics and Development
Advisors: Prof. Vincenzo Atella, Prof. Laurence Baker, Prof. Daniele Fabbri

Mar-Sep 2009 Visiting Scholar
University of Stanford

August 2006 International Doctoral Program in Health Economics
University of Lausanne

September 2005 M.Sc. in Economics
University of Rome Tor Vergata
Essay: Non agricultural unemployment benefits with reduced requirements

July 2004 B.Sc. in Economics, Financial Markets and Institutions
University of Rome Tor Vergata
Thesis: Poverty in Fascist Italy: Estimates for a microeconomic analysis
Advisors: Prof. Gianni Toniolo, Prof. Giovanni Vecchi
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http://www.cpc.unc.edu/projects/transfer/countries/ghana/LEAPImpactEvaluation_FINAL2014march17.pdf
http://www.eshcru.ac.uk/publications/children_SSNDS.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/che/documents/papers/researchpapers/CHERP71_estimating_the_costs_of_specialised_care.pdf


2022 “Understanding risk and time preferences in a context of credit constraints: evidence from
a RCT in Lesotho”, Pacific Development Conference (online)

2021 “The benefits of articulating coherent social protection and rural development interventions
in Africa”, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) Congress (online)

2020 “Cash Transfers and Women’s Economic Inclusion: Experimental evidence from Zambia”,
UNU-WIDER Annual Conference Evidence to enhance inclusive growth (online)

2019 “Evaluating synergies between social protection and rural development interventions: lessons
from Africa”, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) Congress, Boston, US.
“Impact evaluation of the Child Grants Programme and the Sustainable Poverty Reduction
through Income, Nutrition and access to Government Services”, Transfer Project workshop,
Arusha, Tanzania.

2018 “Synergies between Social Protection and Agriculture”, ReSAKSS Conference, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.
“Protection sociale et décision de migrer: le cas du Sénégal”, Dakar, Sénégal.

2017 “Does soft-conditionality increase the impact of cash transfers on desired outcomes? Evi-
dence from a randomized control trial in Lesotho”, UNU-WIDER conference Public Eco-
nomics for Development, Maputo, Mozambique.
“One Plus One Can Be Greater Than Two: Evaluating Synergies of Development Programs
in Malawi.”, Pacific Development Conference, Riverside, US.

2016 “Gender Differences in Child Investment Behavior among Agricultural Households: Evidence
from an Unconditional Cash Transfer Program in Lesotho”, UNU-WIDER Symposium. The
Political Economy of Social Protection in Developing Countries, Mexico City, Mexico.

2015 “Impactos productivos de los programas sociales de transferencia de efectivo en África sub-
sahariana”, Taller Presencial: Pobreza rural, seguridad alimentaria y Sistemas Inclusivos de
Protección Social en Mesoamérica, Mexico City, Mexico.
“Impact of Cash Transfer programs on Food Security and Nutrition in sub-Saharan Africa:
A Cross-Country Analysis”, Global Food Security Conference, Ithaca (NY), USA.
“Impact of Social Protection and Agriculture: Child Grants Programme (CGP) and com-
plementary support”, Dissemination Workshop, Maseru, Lesotho.

2014 “Pathways to Graduation: is graduation from social safety nets possible and why? Evidence
from sub-Saharan Africa”, Graduation Conference on Social protection, Kigali.
“The Impact of the Zambia CGP on household economic activities and livelihoods”, CSAE,
Oxford.

2013 “The Impact of the Zambia CGP on household economic activities and livelihoods”, Transfer
Project workshop, Chaminuka, Zambia.
“The Impact of cash transfers on productive activities and labour supply. The Case of LEAP
programme in Ghana”, CSAE, Oxford.

2012 “Examining variations in provider costs in the hip fracture care pathway”, European Con-
ference Health Economics (ECHE), Zurich

2011 “Have cost-containment policies affected hospital activity? Evidences from a Panel of Italian
Hospitals”, XII European Workshop on Efficiency and Productivity Analysis, Verona.
“Estimating the cost of specialised care”, Winter Health Economists Study Group, York.

2010 “Disentangling Unobserved Heterogeneity and Technical Efficiency. Evidences from a Panel
of Italian Hospitals”, Italian Health Economists Association (AIES) conference, Turin.



2009 “Frequentist and Bayesian stochastic frontier models in Stata”, 6th Italian Stata Users’
Workshop, Florence.
“Technical Efficiency, Specialization and Ownership Form: Evidences from a Pooling of
Italian Hospitals”, 3rd Italian Congress in Econometrics and Empirical Economics (ICEEE),
University of Ancona.

2007 “Stochastic Frontiers and Technical Efficiency: Some Intuitions from a Panel of Italian
Hospitals”, 16th European Workshop on Econometrics and Health Economics Master Class,
University of Bergen
“Farm and Non-Farm Linkages at the Household Level in Rural Ghana. A consistent stochas-
tic distance function approach”, Workshop on Household-level Linkages Between Farm and
Non-farm Rural Income Generating Activities, FAO of the UN, Rome.

Teaching:

2020-2023 Lecturer, Political Economy of Development (undergraduate), LUISS University, Rome, Italy
2014 Summer School on Efficiency and Productivity Analysis Programme, University of Rome

Tor Vergata, Italy
2011-2012 Lecturer, Statistics, Distance Learning Courses, University of York, UK
2006-2007 Teaching Assistant, Statistics and Micro-econometrics, Master and PhD in Econometrics,

University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy

Grants and awards:

2020 National Scientific Qualification for Associate Professor, sectors SECS-P/01 and SECS-P/02
(Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale)

2020 Project Grant “Analysis of the effects of public investments in infrastructure on private firms
efficiency and productivity”, Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance

2011-2013 Project Grant 09/2000/47, The National Institute for Health Research Health Service and
Delivery Research programme

2005-2010 PhD scholarship, Italian Ministry of Education

Seminars and invited lectures:
University of York, University of Rome Tor Vergata, United Nations University Maastricht, National
University of Lesotho, University of California Davis, Virginia Tech.

Research interests and expertise
Research interests Development, labor and agricultural economics, poverty reduction, food and

nutrition security, migration, gender dynamics, social protection, cash trans-
fers, school feeding, health economics, laboratory experiments in the field, risk
management.

Expertise Impact evaluation, microeconometrics, cross-sectional and panel data, pro-
ductivity and efficiency analysis, secondary data analysis, data management,
household surveys, administrative datasets (registries, hospital records, etc.),
scientific paper writing, policy reports/briefs writing



Skills
Languages English Fluent oral and written

Spanish Fluent oral and written
French Intermediate oral and written
Italian Mother tongue

Software Microsoft Office Advanced
STATA Advanced
LATEX Intermediate
R Intermediate
Limdep Basic

Monday 6th March, 2023 Silvio Daidone
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