SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND RURAL CHANGE

Module aims and learning outcomes

Aims
This module introduces students to definitions of and perspectives on sustainable development and links the sustainable development discourse to contemporary and emerging issues in rural areas. The aim is to enable students to develop a better understanding of the concept of sustainable development and its implications for policy and decision-making, with particular reference to the rural development sphere. The module also touches on agricultural cross-border trade facilitation as driver of sustainable and inclusive rural livelihoods, with particular emphasis on Sub-Saharan Africa. Examples and media from IFAD, World Bank Group and other relevant actors are integrated into the lectures to provide a practical perspective.  

The specific aims of the module are:
· To define sustainable development.
· To set out key principles, questions and critiques of sustainable development
· To present alternative perspectives and approaches to sustainable development 
· To illustrate some important, current issues and debates rural areas and how these link to the sustainable development agenda.
· To understand what agricultural cross-border trade is, and how it can contribute to sustainable and inclusive rural livelihoods 

Learning outcomes
By the end of this module, students should be able to:
· define, understand and evaluate critically the concept of sustainable development
· understand and evaluate critically the main principles of sustainable development
· understand that there are a range of alternative approaches and perspectives towards sustainable development
· [bookmark: assess]understand and evaluate critically some of the most important current issues and debates in relation rural areas and view these in the context of the sustainable development agenda
· describe implications of current trends and debates for United Nations system engagement in rural areas.
· understand the features, drivers, prevailing challenges, and potential policy/project solutions of/to agricultural cross-border trade facilitation 

Assessment

This module is assessed by:
· Participation in class (attendance, group presentations/discussions etc.) - 25%  
· An essay of approximately 1500 words – 75%
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