Course Title
Governance and Institutional Development
Rome 2024


Course Overview
The course (21 hours) will focus on the impact of governance and institution building on development, in a perspective incorporating public planning theory and concepts such as informal institutions and sustainability. It will provide an overview about the conceptual underpinnings for governance and institutional development policies and planning practice. Using case studies, participants will discuss the practical implications of theoretical debates.

Prerequisite(s)
There are no pre-requisites for this course.


Course Aim
The course will address the topic of governance and institutions-driven development on the basis of a multidisciplinary framework, emphasizing planning theory, and underlining the spatial dimension of development, the role of formal vs informal institutions, and critical perspectives on institutionalism.


Course Objectives
On completion of this course students should:
-Understand the concept of governance/institutional development
-Learn the contemporary traditions of public planning theory and understand their   practical implications
-Learn the debate on the role of social resources in fostering (sustainable) development

Course Assignment
The course assignment (not more than 6 pages, in essay form) aims at evaluating the participants’ understanding about the main issues raised during the course. The assignment has to be submitted at the very latest by May 31.
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Course Schedule

	
	April 15
	April 16
	April 17
	April 18
	April 19
	April 22
	April 23

	10-11h
	Introduction:  institutional economics and planning theory
	 Social and institutional factors in growth and development ((I)
	Social and institutional factors in growth and development (II)
	Public planning and development: the debate on decision making in planning theory
	Institutions and development: critical perspectives
	Institutions and development in the post-transition region

	Course summary and introduction of the final assignment

	11-12h
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12-13h
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Course Instructor
Guido Sechi is a researcher at the Department of Human Geography of the University of Latvia. He has a PhD in Urban and Territorial Planning from the Technical University of Bari (2011). His main research interests are in the domain of urban and regional studies, with a focus on socio-spatial (in)justice and neoliberal policies in the context of post-socialist transition. He has worked as a consultant for urban and regional development projects. He also works on cultural projects focused on Soviet/socialist urban planning heritage and its afterlives.


